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Trench calls Theology, and those who assume that they will find there no food for the mature reason will be surprised at its large provision for the intellect and rich satisfaction of the highest imagination. It is reading round about a subject and not the subject itself which damages the intellect so much. Maurice said the study of the Prophets had saved him from the Tyranny of books."
He and his wife also spent much time in the study of Italian, in which they were assisted by their occasional visits to and from the Frederick Tennysons. Charles's Italian Grammar is annotated with numberless quaint rhymes made to fix its rules in his memory. On one page one finds in his wonderfully neat fluent hand [strangely like those of Frederick and Alfred) :
From use of the following is no ban,
" The fair of the fair is Mistress Ann "
or " Smith's a learned, learned man "
In English or Italian,
Though the English use is far less common Speaking of Doctor or fine woman.
3n another :
Say profeta, profeti Or else I shall bate ye.
3n another a couplet which has all the subtle romance >f Edward Lear :
Rare and changeless, firm and few. Are the Italian nouns in U.
The life at Grasby Vicarage was of the simplest, rhe hall-floor rattled with loose tiles, the furniture was educed to the barest necessities. Breakfast and lunch /ere movable feasts, for Charles had all a poet's arelessness of time, lingering over morning prayers fhile his agonized guest saw the bacon cooling to the onsistency of marble before his eyes, and prolonging is mid-day walk to such distances in the study of ower and bird and butterfly that it sometimes took half-hour's tolling of the outdoor bell to recall him.